TRI - COUNTY SOCCER LEAGUE

RULES AND REGULATIONS

 Incorporating changes made at the June 1994 AGM

 Incorporating changes made at the July 2005 AGM

 Incorporating changes made at the July 2006 AGM

Rule 1
The TCSL Executive Committee shall have the power to rule on all matters covered or not covered by the Constitution, Bylaws, Rules and Regulations as set forth herein.

SECTION A: 
A Standing rule may be enacted into the Rules and Regulations by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the members of the TCSL Executive Committee at any time subject to the provisions of Articles XVI and XVII of the Bylaws.

SECTION B: 
Standing rules may only exist for one year or until the next Annual General Meeting at which time they must be voted permanently into the Rules and Regulations or be automatically revoked.

Rule 2
All teams must submit field permits before their team will be scheduled for games. All team names, team colors, manager's name, address and phone number, assistant manager's name, address and phone number and maps of their home playing field must be submitted with designated fees on or before the September League meeting. A team meeting the requirements of this rule, but which fails to start the season as scheduled by the Director of Scheduling, shall forfeit it's bond upon approval of the Executive Committee. A team failing to meet the requirements of the rule shall pay the designated fees plus fifty (50%) of said fees if accepted as a member of this League.

Rule 3
In notifying teams of Executive Committee meetings, the Secretary shall state whether the business is regular or special.

SECTION A: 
If the business is regular, a minimum of seven (7) days notice shall be given.

SECTION B: 
If the business is special, a minimum of forty eight (48) hours notice shall be given, and the special meeting shall be held within two weeks of notification.

Rule 4
Players, officials, and spectators are only allowed to participate or attend TCSL games on the condition that they observe and obey the Bylaws, Rules and Regulations of this League and CSA-South. When such rules conflict, the Rules of the TCSL shall prevail.

Rule 5
Each team is responsible to the TCSL Executive Committee for the conduct of its players, officials, and spectators and is required to take all the necessary precautions to prevent anyone from threatening or assaulting officials and/or players before, during, or at the conclusion of the game.

Rule 6
Current season shall be from July 1 to June 30.

Rule 7
Each team shall be required to submit such forms and documents which the Executive Committee may deem necessary to ensure the proper functioning of the League. Each team shall pay all dues, fines, and fees levied by this League within thirty(30) days of notification.

Rule 8
All teams under the jurisdiction of the TCSL shall play the game of soccer as set forth in the F.I.F.A.'s Laws of the Game and all Decisions of the International F.A. Board, except,


a. One referee and two linesmen system are not required


b. Substitution shall be unlimited and occur when the ball is not in play


c. Nets are required at both goals in any match


d. A minimum of four corner flags are required in any match.


e. Clearly visible numbers on a player’s jersey shall be required for all players. No two players shall have the same number. Goalkeepers shall not require any number on their jersey.

Rule 9
New incoming teams and existing teams not in good standing with the League must be approved by the Executive Committee prior to joining or being re-admitted to the League.

Rule 10
Any team that fails to complete the regular season schedule may forfeit their bond subject to a vote of the Executive Committee. Any team that is dismissed by the Executive Committee will forfeit their bond automatically.

Rule 11
All players are required to be registered with CSA-South and comply in full with all Rules and Standing Orders of CSA-South pertaining to registration.

Rule 12
All registration forms shall be issued by CSA-South. Falsification of any information required to register players shall deem such players non-registered and the provisions of Rule 19 shall apply in full.

Rule 13
Each team shall have one CSA-South registered coach.

Rule 14
All affiliated teams shall be governed by the registration records of CSA-South.

Rule 15
No team shall have more than eighteen (18) players and one (1) coach registered with CSA-South at any given time, with the exception that two active duty military personnel may be added to the team roster to give a total of twenty (20) players.

Rule 16
In the event that a club enters more than two (2) teams in this League, no player on either team shall play for any other without first securing his release.

Rule 17
Each team is responsible for ensuring the proper registration of its players, the accurate reporting to the TCSL Executive Committee, and regular attendance at all formal Executive Committee meetings of this League.

SECTION A: 
A player may not be registered with more than one CSA-South affiliated team at any time. A player found to be so registered shall be considered a non-registered player per Rule 19 and said player shall be dealt with accordingly.

Rule 18
A team playing illegal or suspended players shall be fined fifty dollars ($50) for each player and each violation and any points earned awarded to the opposing team for each occurrence. In Cup games the offending team shall be considered the loser.

SECTION A: 
A suspended player is a player who has been suspended by the TCSL Trial Board, Executive Committee or CSA-South. An illegal player is a player who violates any TCSL or CSA-South Bylaw, Rule and/or Regulation or any TCSL Trial Board or CSA-South Trial Board ruling.

SECTION B: 
A team playing a player not holding a valid California Soccer Association-South identification card shall forfeit it's bond and be dismissed from the TCSL, subject to a vote of the Executive Committee, for the remainder of the season. Any points earned shall be awarded to the opposing team for each occurrence. In Cup games the offending team shall be considered the loser.

Rule 19
To participate in a TCSL sanctioned game, a player must present an ID card (issued by CSA-South) to the referee and must sign the CSA-South sign-in sheet prior to participating in a game. No player may participate in a sanctioned game without a valid ID card or without signing the CSA-South sign-in sheet. Failure to abide by this rule shall result in a fifty dollar ($50) team fine and the offending team shall be deemed to have forfeited the game.

Rule 20
No player may register for one team and play for another without first securing his release, nor may a player be registered for more than one (1) team within the TCSL at any time.

SECTION A: 
All players belonging to a team which folds shall be considered as free agents, if in good standing.

Rule 21
A player may transfer only twice during the course of the season. His second transfer must be to his first/original team (c.f. CSA-South Rule 6b)

Rule 22
A player who is in good standing with his team and the League cannot be denied his transfer except in accordance with Rule 24.

Rule 23
No teams having completed two-thirds (2/3) of the season, excluding Cup games, may be involved in any transfer. No new players can be signed immediately prior to any TCSL playoff game and players must have played two League games with the team involved in the playoff.

Rule 24
Each team shall fulfill home field responsibilities when so scheduled. The home team is responsible for the proper marking of the field, nets, game ball, and corner flags. Failure to meet this responsibility shall result in a twenty dollar ($20) fine for each occurrence.

Rule 25
The Facility Director shall have the final say as to whether a game may or may not be played and his decision shall not be questioned. In the absence of the Park Director this decision rests with the referee.

Rule 26
Once a schedule has been published, the Director of Scheduling, or designee, shall be the only individual to change it. A team unable to comply with the schedule may request a change by notifying the Director of Scheduling in writing at least six (6) days prior to the game for which the change is requested. This rule applies to requests for time change, field change, rescheduling, and cancellations. The Director of Scheduling shall determine whether or not to change the schedule and notify both teams and the referees of the alteration in the schedule within five (5) days. 

SECTION A: 
All teams must submit a list of dates and times which they cannot play on to the Scheduler at the time they pay for registration. If a team has no said dates it must submit a written communication stating so. After the Scheduler has received said list or written communication, all teams requesting schedule changes will be fined twenty dollars ($20) for accommodation in each situation. This fine shall be waived to accommodate teams involved in any CSA-South sanctioned tournaments and/or any USSF sanctioned tournaments.

Rule 27
No games will be scheduled on the weekends of Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, Easter, and Mother's Day. No games will be scheduled after 12pm on Superbowl Sunday.

Rule 28
A maximum of fifteen (15) minutes grace time shall be allowed to either the home or visiting team after the scheduled starting time has passed. A team failing to field a minimum of seven (7) players (the recommended figure under Law Three of The Laws of the Game) shall forfeit the game. The forfeiting team shall be responsible for payment of the referee’s fees. Fees shall be paid to the Treasurer within eight (8) days following the game. Failure to pay the fees shall result in automatic suspension of all future games for said team. If it is the visiting team which forfeits, then it shall pay the home team the sum of fifteen ($15) dollars as compensation for the expenses incurred in the marking of the field; if it is the home team which forfeits then it shall pay the visiting team the sum of twenty ($20) dollars as compensation for the expenses incurred in traveling to the game.

SECTION A: 
If both teams fail to field the minimum number of players, each team shall pay one half (1/2) of the referee fees. Neither team shall pay for the travel or field marking compensation as delineated in Section A of this Rule.

SECTION B: 
Any and all teams forfeiting two (2) consecutive TCSL sanctioned games shall have all further games suspended and a vote shall be held by the Executive Committee at the next meeting whether to forfeit their bond.

SECTION C: 
If a team leaves the field during the course of the TCSL game, that team shall forfeit the game, be fined an amount not less than the full referee fees, and all players shall be awarded yellow cards.

SECTION D:
 In the event referees do not appear for a scheduled game, those penalties previously paid to the TCSL by the referees association should be split between the teams whose game was canceled.

Rule 29
The TCSL Trial Board shall deal with all protests. The protest shall be in writing, sent in triplicate and postmarked within five (5) days of the incident being protested along with a fee of thirty dollars ($30) to the TCSL Secretary. If the protest is upheld, the fees shall be returned to the protester. If the protest is denied, the fee shall be remitted to the TCSL Treasurer.

Rule 30
Any individual having been ejected from a game shall be ineligible to play in the games following the ejection until his/her case has been reviewed by the Trial Board. Any individual having three cautions (yellow cards) in a season shall have his or her case reviewed by the Trial Board.

SECTION A: 
A team or player under charge has the right to be present at the hearing of said charges.

SECTION B: 
A member is entitled to one representative at his or her trial board meeting and may call witnesses and present evidence as he or she deems necessary.

SECTION C: 
Trial Board decisions shall be presented in writing to the team manager within five (5) days of the meeting unless waived by the team involved. If a team or player is not represented at the Trial Board, and having received seventy two (72) hours notice of said Trial Board, the player and/or team automatically waives the right to a written Trial Board decision.

Rule 31
Any request for reconsideration of a Trial Board decision must be made in writing to the TCSL Secretary postmarked within five (5) days after the Trial Board meeting at which the decision was made. The request must be accompanied by a thirty dollar ($30) fee. If the appeal is upheld by the Executive Committee, the money shall be returned to the appealer. If the appeal is denied, the fee shall be remitted to the TCSL Treasurer.

Rule 32
Fines and suspensions shall be carried over from one season to the next.

Rule 33
Appeals and protests must be accompanied by sufficient documentary evidence that the team/individual feels will provide the required justification for the appeal or protest.

Rule 34
In the event any team or player being proven to the satisfaction of the TCSL Executive Committee to have been guilty of any violation of the Bylaws, Rules and Regulations of the TCSL and/or misconduct, the Executive Committee shall have the power to order the offending team or player to be removed from this League, suspended for a stated period, or dealt with in such a manner deemed proper by the TCSL Executive Committee.  All decisions are final.

Rule 35
No lawyer shall be given permission to defend any team, player, or spectator at the hearing of a protest, appeal, or any other type of dispute unless said lawyer is a bona fide member of the team concerned.

Rule 36
In case of charges being preferred against an affiliated team or player, this League has full authority to call on all interested parties to produce such books, letters, documents, and any other evidence necessary for the Executive Committee or Trial Board to render a judgment on the case.

Rule 37
This League shall have the power and right to publish in the public press or in any manner it may deem fit acts and resolutions sanctioned by the Executive Committee and reports of its proceedings.

Rule 38
This League shall honor all suspensions imposed by any other CSA-South affiliated League if said League or CSA-South notifies the TCSL Secretary in writing.

Rule 39
The Trial Board will be elected and serve for the entire season. Two alternates shall also be elected. If no quorum, the Vice President shall be allowed to appoint Trial Board members for that meeting only.

Rule 40
No team or player shall submit protests to any other organization before having a decision made by the TCSL Executive Committee or the Trial Board.

Rule 41
Any team submitting an invalid check to a referee or to the League Treasurer shall pay in cash, money order, or cashiers check to the Treasurer within forty eight (48) hours of notification. Failure to meet these requirements shall be dealt with per Rule 35.

SECTION A:
 In the event a club sponsors two (2) or more teams in the League, the Club shall designate an individual, other than the team managers, whom the League Secretary may notify if any of the club's teams are in violation of this rule. However the method and time of payment shall remain the same.

Rule 42
The referee's decision as to the happenings and occurrences during a game and those prerogatives granted him shall not be challenged.

Rule 43
Any team failing to have a delegate present at a formal Executive Committee meeting shall be fined twenty dollars ($20) per meeting missed. Any team accumulating two meeting absences in a given season shall forfeit 1 point in league standings. Each subsequent absence (beyond 2) shall result in 3 additional points being forfeited per absence. A team failing to have a delegate present at the Annual General Meeting shall be fined twenty five dollars ($25).

Rule 44
Any team leaving the TCSL impacts the schedule and may affect the standings of the other teams in the League. The forfeiture of the bond of such teams shall be determined by the Executive Committee. All points accrued by the teams through the course of the season in competition with said team shall be deleted from the records for the present season.

Rule 45
Home teams are responsible for reporting their game's score to the Scheduler or the person in charge of keeping standings. Teams will be fined five dollars ($5) for not reporting the score by that Sunday night following the game.

Rule 46
For all TCSL sanctioned games, spectators and team members shall be located along the field sidelines only. No spectators shall be located behind either goal line.

SECTION A: 
Teams and their spectators shall be located on opposite sides of the field. The home team shall have the choice of sidelines to occupy.

SECTION B: 
Failure to comply with the provisions of this Rule shall result in the offending team(s) being fined fifty dollars ($50).

Rule 47
All elected and appointed positions in the TCSL shall be of members in good standing.

Rule 48
Any team that wins the Second or Third Division shall be automatically promoted to the next higher Division.

SECTION A: 
Any team finishing last in the First or Second Division shall be relegated to the next lower Division subject to the overriding provisions of Section C herein.

SECTION B: 
A team shall not be relegated to a lower Division if the Division from which the team is being relegated has fewer than seven (7) teams at the next seasons beginning.

SECTION C: 
A team finishing in second place in the Second Division or in the Third Division shall be promoted to the next higher Division unless (a) said team forfeits all prize money that may be won in the following season, to the League; and (b) a simple majority of the teams in the Division from which said team is being promoted, vote to allow said team to forgo promotion and remain in said Division.

SECTION D: 
A team finishing in second last place in the First or Second Division may be relegated, at the discretion of a simple majority of the Executive Committee, and subject to the overriding provisions of Section C herein, to the next lower Division to ensure a fair distribution of teams in each Division.

SECTION E: 
If two teams are tied for any position subject to relegation or promotion, a playoff game shall be held to decide the outcome. Playoff games shall be played under League Cup Rules and Regulations.

Rule 49
The Joe Campisi Fair Play Award shall be given to the team in the league who accumulates the least number of red and yellow cards in a given season. One Red card shall be the equivalent of two yellow cards. The recipient of this award shall be entitled to free registration for the next immediate season. If said team does not participate in the league, the award shall be forfeit.  If more than one team is tied for the least number of cards at the end of a season, each contending team shall enter their name into a drawing for random selection to determine who the winner is. 

